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SUBJECT: PRC SEEKS JNR TECHNICAL KNOWHOW 

1 . JAPAN'S LEADING PAPERS RECENTLY PLAYED UP PRC'S ACTIVE 
INTEREST IN JAPANESE RAILWAY TECHNOLOGY. ACCORDING TO 
THEM, JAPAN NATIONAL RAILWAYS (JNR) WILL BEGIN EXPORTING 
ITS TECHNICAL KNOWHOW TO PRC IN NEAR FUTURE, IF APPROVED 
BY GOVERNMENT. IN ANSWERING EMBASSY'S INQUIRIES, MINISTRY 
OF TRANSPORT (MOT) HAS ADMITTED THAT PRC HAD MADE KNOWN 
ITS INTEREST TO A JNR TECHNICAL MISSION LAST FALL, THAT THE 
CHINESE ASKED FOR JAPANESE COOPERATION IN RAILWAY TECHNOLOGY 
ON A GOVERNMENTAL BASIS, AND THAT THE CHINESE PROPOSAL IS 
NOW BEING GIVEN CAREFUL STUDY BY GOJ. 

2. THE CHINESE RAILWAYS OFFICIALS INDICATED PARTICULAR 
INTEREST TO THE JNR MISSION IN JAPANESE TECHNOLOGY ON 
AUTOMATION OF FREIGHT MARSHALLING YARD OPERATIONS 
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AND A CENTRAL TRAIN OPERATION CONTROL SYSTEM. 

3. IN STUDYING THE CHINESE PROPOSAL, GOJ MUST WEIGH 
POSSIBLE MAJOR IMPACT OF STRENGTHENED RAILWAY, 

PARTICULARLY FREIGHT, SERVICES ON ITS ECONOMY AND 
HENCE ITS NATIONAL STRENGTH. THEY ALSO NOTE THAT PRC 
HAS NOT ACCEDED TO ANY INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENTS ON 
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PATENTS. 

4. IN THE PAST. JAPAN-PRC EXCHANGES IN RAILWAY 
TECHNOLOGY HAVE TAKEN PLACE ON A PRIVATE BASIS AND WERE 
LIMITED TO MUTUAL VISITS TO RAILWAY FACILITIES. PRC 
NOW WISHES TO RAISE THE LEVEL OF EXCHANGES TO COOPERATION 
BETWEEN GOVERNMENTS. 
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